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take us and to take those we love In Florence, despite all that human
wisdom and forethought could devise
to avert it, and the adoption of many
precautions for the preservation of
health;
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addressed to God, and often repeated ’ ’
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towards the beginning of the spring
of the said year the doleful effects of
the pestilence began to be horribly
apparent by symptoms that showed
as if miraculous.
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In men and women alike it first betrayed

itself by the emergence of certain
tumors in the groin or armpits, some of

which grew as large as a common

apple, others as an egg.
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so-lid, yet fragile to its core. Among whom there were those who thought
that to live temperately and avoid all excess
would count for much as a preservative
against seizures of this kind.
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Others, the bias of whose minds was in the
opposite direction, maintained, that to drink
freely, frequent places of public resort, and
take their pleasure with song and revel,
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sparing to satisfy no appetite, and to

laugh and mock at no event, was the

sovereign remedy for so great an evil.
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