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The grandmother sharpened her pencil, drew 
her mouth ripe. 
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Barbarians want circuses, she told her.
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Under his eye, she pulled off her stockings, tried on fishnets, sheer black hose with sequined stars rising 
from the ankles, high heels with thin leather straps, push-up bras.
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Under his eye, she pulled off her sto-ckings, tried on fishnets, sheer black hose with sequined stars rising 
from the an-kles, high heels with thin leather straps, push-up bras. She stood like a trapeze artist, 
emphatically erect, learned to sip champagne as if there would always be more. 75
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