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One of the most tragic stories of human deformity was that of Edward Mordake, said to have been heir 
to one of the noblest peerages in England.  He never claimed the title and committed suicide. He was 
a man of fine attainments, a profound scholar and musician of rare ability.
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His figure was remarkable for its grace and his face, that is to say his natural face, was
that of an Antinous, but on the back of his head was another face, that of a beautiful girl
lovely as a dream, ugly as a devil.
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Mordake was of aristocratic stock, had a handsome appearance, akin to that of Antinous, and considerable 
musical talent. Mordake was born with two faces turned away from each other.  It is said that on the back of 
his head was another face, that of a beautiful girl, lovely as a dream, ugly as a devil.
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She would be seen to smile and sneer while Mordake was weeping. The eyes would follow the movement
of the spectator, and the lips would gibber without ceasing. No voice was audible, but Mordake said he was
kept from his rest at night by the hateful whispers of his devil twin, as he called the second face.
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She would often sneer, even if Mordake whispered something to himself or remained  silent, 
hidden in musical scores or poring over memoirs. His “devil twin,” as he called the second face, 
“never sleeps,  but talks to me forever of such things as they speak of only in hell.”
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One of the most tragic stories of human deformity is that of Edward Mordake, said to have been heir to one of the noblest peerages 
in England. He never claimed the title, and committed suicide. He was a man of fine attainments, a profound scholar, and 
musician of rare ability. 

∑

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ

˙b œ
œ ˙

˙b

∑

œb

œb
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

˙b œ
œ ˙

˙b

∑

œb
œ

œb

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ

˙b œ
œ ˙

˙b

&

&

?

60

∑

His figure was remarkable for its grace, and his  face - that is to say, his natural face - was that of an Antinous. 
But upon the back of his head was another face, that of a beautiful girl, ‘lovely as a dream, ugly as a devil.’
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Mordake was of aristocratic stock, had a handsome appearance, akin to that of Antinous
and considerable musical talent. Mordake was born with two faces turned away from each other. 
It is said that on the back of his head was another face, that of a beautiful  girl, “lovely as a dream, ugly as a devil.”
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She would be seen to smile and sneer while Mordake was weeping. The eyes would follow the movements of the spectator, 
and the lips would ‘gibber without ceasing.’ 
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No voice was audible, but Mordake said he was kept from his rest at night by the hateful whispers of his 
‘devil twin,’ as he called the second face, ‘which never sleeps, but talks to me forever of such things as 
they speak of only in hell.
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He pulls out a dollhouse and places it on the table. 
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EDVARD pulls out large medical books. He takes a large image 
of the “phrenological head” and tacks it to the mirror frame. 
He grabs a large pitcher of water and prays over it. 

œ

œ
œb

b œ

œ
œ

œ

œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

œ
œ
œ

˙b œ
œ ˙

˙#

∑

. .w

held voice

∑

- -

80 Mordake



&

&

?

954

∑

954

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

4

954
˙
˙
˙

w
w
wb

b
b

œ
œ
œ

∑

œ

œ

˙

˙
˙

˙

œ

œ

œ

œ

˙
˙
˙b

b
b

w
w
w

œ
œ
œ

∑

œ

œ

˙

˙

œ

œn

n .

.

œ

œ

.

.

œ

œ

œ
œ
œ

˙

˙b

b w

w

∑

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

œ

.

.

˙

˙

. .

. .

. .

w
w
w

&

∑

. .w

held voice

. .

. .

. .

ww
w
b

∑

∑

. .

. .

. .

ww
w
b

∑

∑

. .

. .

. .

ww
w
b

&

&

&

961

∑

961

∑

961

. .

. .
w
w
b

∑

∑

. .

. .
w
w
b

∑ Ó ‰ j

œb

freely

F
The

∑ Œ ˙b

. .

. .
w
w
b

œb œb œ œ œ
œ
œ
œb
Ó ‰

œ œ

3
3

sla ver ing maw that brings you low is the

.˙

wb

. .

. .
w
w
b

- -

&

&

&

965

œb œb œ œ œ
œ
œ
œb
Ó ‰

œ

Edvard
echo of before, half-sung

P

œ

3

go ry mouth of the dog and crow. The o

965

∑ Œ ˙b

965

. .

. .
w
w
b

œb œ œ
‰
œb œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

Ó ‰
œ

p

œ

3 3 3 3 3

lo gi cal, phre no lo gi cal, sur gi cal. The o

.˙
w

. .

. .
w
w
b

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

81Mordake



&

&

&

967
œb œ œ

‰
œb œ

œ œ œ
œ œ œ

Ó Œ

3 3 3 3

lo gi cal, phre no lo gi cal, sur gi cal.

967

∑

967

. .

. .
w
w
b

∑ . .

Brigit
EDVARD raises the knife. 

Edvard, 
please.
Don’t. 

∑

. .

. .
w
w
b

- - - - - - - -

&

&

&

4
5

4
5

4
5

969

∑ . .

Edvard

Brigit, 
sister:  

EDVARD turns toward the sunset, 
revealing the face to the audience for the first time. 
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